
DUEL MAY BE IM
IN KIDNAPPING CASE

/
Two Italians Cry 'Death to
Informers' as They Shoot

Down Their Foes.

LETTER FOUND ON BODY
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May Have Threatened to
Solve Varotta Case.

PRISONERS ARE SILENT

Officials Refuse to Indicate
Progress Made in Finding

Murderers of Boy.

The police are endeavoring to link
the kidnapping and murder of fiveyear-oldGiuseppe Varotta with th<
fatal pistol duel between Italian gunmenon the Schiff Parkway lat<
Thursday night, which resulted in on<
man being killed, another mortallj
wounded and bullets slightly wounding
four passersby, Including two women.

Detectives are working also on it

suggestion that the shooting affraj
might have been the result of a gam-
tins ieua or ms duenntiui ui a ugui

over the division of money obt&inec
4 from the sale of smuggled narcotics.

A score of Italians living in the
neighborhood were questioned yesterdayby Assistant District Attornej
Dineen, who has been active in the investigationof the slaying of the Varottaboy, whose body was found ir
the Hudson River last Saturday. DetectiveSergeant Michael Fiaschett*
also questioned a number of Italiar
men and women who witnessed th«
pistol duel.
When the first volley was fired by

two Italians they cried, "Death to informers!"which leads the police to believethat the man killed, or the one

mortally wounded, might have declared
they were going to tell the authorities
something about the Varotta case. In
one of the pockets of the dead man, believedto be Vincenzo Alfalo of 8 Prince
street, was found a letter postmarked
Norfolk, Va., the contents of which
the police refuse to make public at
this time.
Salvatore Viscone of 340 East 106th

street, who was arrested near the scene

of the shooting with a revolver in his
hand containing four empty cartridges
refused to talk except to say he had
been shot at, but did not know his attackers.

Pasquale Cappola of 114 Chrystle
street, who was with Viscone, is being
held as a material witness. He also
would not give any Information only
that they had picked up the weapon
from the gutter. Another revolver found
at tiie scene contained five empty
cartridges. In all there were about fifteenshots fired, so the police say.

Mrs. Anna Waxman of 16 Schlff Parkwayand her daughter, Lena, were sittingbefore their home at the time th«
bullets began to fly. The mother was
shot through the left and the daughtei
In the right leg. It is believed that one
of the duellists escaped probably slightly
wounded.

Nicholas Ventura of 24 Delancej
street, who is in Gouverneur Hospital
in a dying condition, is charged with
killing Alfalo. In one of Ventura'!
pockets was found a permit to carry a
revolver which was signed by the Justlc«
of the Peace of Haverstraw, N. Y., which
Is a few miles from the place where the
Varotta boy's body was discovered.
There is a large Italian settlement

in Haverstraw, where they are employedIn the brick yards. It has beer
the theory of the police that the Varotta
boy was thrown Into the Hudson neai
Haverstraw. and floated down the rivet
to Piermont, a few miles away.
Neither the police nor the District

Attorneys office would give out any
information yesterday Indicating that
furthc.' progress had been made lr
bringing to Justice the persons responsiblefor the death of young Varotta
after being refused blackmail money by
his parents for the return of the boy

aliveFailure of the police to make more
progress In the Varotta case is due, lr
the opinion of persons familiar with policehistory, to the breaking up of the
old Italian squad.
The Italian squad, which drove th«

Black Hand from New York city, hai
been a thing of the past since the Police
Commlsslonersbip of Rhlnelander Waldo
who reorganized the Detective Bureau
by splitting It into sections. There Is ar
Italian squad now. under command ol
Detective Mlohrei PMasChettl. but it does
not contain a single man of the detectiveswho made the Italian squad terribleto the blackmailers, kidnappers and
counterfeiters of a decade ago.

Detective Dieut. Petroslno, undei
whose leadership the Italian squad was

first got together and who was killed In
Palermo. Italy, In 1909. and his successor,Lieut. Antonio Vachrls, deserved
the credit for this result. Vachrls is oul
of tho Police Department now. having
retired. Among the thirty to forty
men who served under Petrosino and
Vachrls were Rocco Cavone, Joseph
Dlgilio, Ralph MIcelM, John Arcgtopoll,
Charles Corrao. John Cassettl, Hugh
Ca:.sidy and Jfm Crowley (Irishmen
who could speak Sicilian with the
best), Dan Devotti, Kd Castano
Trebuccl. Mondo, Bottl. De Martini
and Archlello. Many of these men are
till In the Police Department Some

of them are In the Detective Bureau.
Others arc "pounding the pavement" as

patrolmen; others arc precinct detectivesand on Inspectors' staffs; others
have been promoted. But there is not
one of them on the Italian squad or assignedto "Black Hand" or kidnapping
cas.-s especially.

'BLACK CAT' FIGHTS
FOR DANCING UCENSE

Court Orders Police Commissionerto Review Evidence.
tlpon application of Louis Paserlu,

vice-president of the Black Cat Restaurant,Inc., at 537 West Broadway, JusticeWhltaker. In the Supreme Court,
yesterday Issued a writ of certiorari,
returnable In twenty days, which requiresJohn F. Ollchrlst, Commissioner
of Licenses, to submit to a review of
the proceedings In which he refused to
Issue a license to the establishment.
In hli* application Paserlu says he has

conducted the Black Cat for many years
nd that one of Its chief attractions Is

a large dancing floor upon which his
patrons were encouraged to disport
themselves without extra payment. Afterthe police butted in and the dancing
came to an end Paserlu says that a
majority of his patrons sought other
restaurants in which to enjoy themselves.

MISSING GIRL FOUND;
HUCKSTER IS ACCUSED

Marian Bushnell Booked at

Incorrigible Child.
Miss Marian Martha Bushnell, th<

sixteen-year-old daughter of Stephen S
Bushnell of 11 Macon street, Brooklyn
who had been missing from her hom<
since last Sunday night, was found las
night by Detectives Beyer and MlcCor
mack of the Gates avenue station h
Brooklyn. According to the police sir
was living in a furnished room at
Clinton street, Brooklyn, with Arthu
Swanson, a vegetable huckster of 1
Temple Court, Brooklyn.
The detectives took the girl and Swan

son to the Classon avenue station, wher
Swanson was charged with a statutory
offence, and Miss Bushnell was bookei
as an incorrigible child and sent to th
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty t
Children.
The police learned last night that Mis

Bushnell, although 16, is onily in th
Grade 8A class in public school, ii
which the pupils are usually about 1
or 13 years old.

PUT CHURCHES OFF
5TH AVE, IS URGEI

; Real Estate Operator Say
Sites Should Be Used by

i Tax Paying Enterprises.
r

When the Board of Estimate took u;
i yesterday the matter of widening Fifty
' seventh street, between Fifth and Eight!
\ avenues, Robert E. Simon, a real estat

j operator, astonished the members wit:
the suggestion that churches, synagogue
and other houses of worship should no

be allowed to occupy sites on Fiftl
avenue and other prominent thorough
fares, thereby depriving the city of taxe
on valuable property.
"For instance." he said, "the Jewisl

synagogue on Fifth avenue could be soli
tor $4,000,000 and torn away for a busi
ness building paying taxes. Then th
money could be used to erect anothe
synagogue on a less expensive site an
some money still would be left over fo
cnaritaDie purposes.
The Mayor cut him off, with the state

ment that ho was not particularly cor
vlncing.

Simon's suggestion came up when D
John Roach Straton, pastor of Calvar
Baptist Church, on Fifty-seventh 'stret
near Sixth avenue, objected to the pre
posal to widen the sidewalks and caus

( the church to remove the buttresses suf
porting the church spire.
The resolution to widen the roadwa

to sixty feet passed by a unanimou
vote, but the widening' of the sidewalk
to twenty feet got by with just the nec
essary majority, the Mayor and Calvi
T). Van Name, President of Richmont
voting against it.

CHURCH BOUGHT FOR NEGROES
Ormond Place Property to Be Use

for Catholic Mission Work.
The Right Rev. Bishop McDonnell c

Brooklyn has purchased the old churc
property at Jefferson avenue and Oi
mond place, Brooklyn, for the use of th
first Catholic Church for negroes in th
diocese of Long Island.
The Ormond Place Reformed Churc

formerly occupied the property. It ha
been used for some years as a depot b
an express company. The house at
Joining, on Ormond place, also lias bee
bought and will be used as a rectory b
the Rev. Bernard J. Quinn, who is i
cnargo ui uic wiureu liiui iu nussiu
work in Brooklyn arul Long: Island.

BODIES OF INSTRUCTORS
TAKEN FROM HUDSOl

Are Identified by Chief o
Police at Piermont.

The bodies of the two Piermont Hig
School instructors. Wllford D. Woodar
and E. M. Godsh&ll. who were drowne
in the Hudson, off Piermont. N*. Y
when their canoe upset last Tuesday
were recovered yesterday. The body c
VVoodard was found lodged in 11 gu
rope of one of the Munson line steam
era anchored off Irvlngton. The bod
of Godshall was found floating nea
Alpine, X. Y. Both bodies were Idei
lifted by the chief of police at Pici
mont.
The body of Woodard was shipped t

the home of hia parents in Morovlf
N. T., from where it will be buried o
Monday. Tho parents of Godshall, wh
live in Philadelphia, were notified an
ordered tho body of their son shippe
home. He will be buried on Monda
with a brother, whose body has Jus
been returned from France.

NURSE DIES AS RESULT
OF MERCURY POISON1N(

Miss Carragher Refuses t
Explain 'Why She Took It.'
Miss Alice Juila Carragher, 23,

graduate nurse, who has a .urnlshf
room at 130 West Seventy-third stree
died last night at the Manhattan Squat
Sanitarium, 36 West Seventy-sevent
street, where she had been for five day
suffering from merucury poisoning.
Tho death was reported to the medict

evaminer hv T)r. .Tames V We«t r»t 1

West Forty-ninth street, who had bee
attending her at the sanitarium. T^ai
Saturday night an ambulance was su.r
lOoned to the Seventy-third street nr
dress and Dr. Stone of Knickerbocker
'Hospital found that -Miss Carraghe
had taken bichloride of mercury. 8h
was reluctant to give any lr.formatlo
about herseK and said she would ha\
her own physician treat her.

POSSE IS ORGANIZED
TO SEARCH FOR NEGRC

Murder Suspect Reported ii
Woods Near Linwood, N. J.
Atlantic Citt, June 17..A posse habeen organized at Linwood, about elghmiles from here on the mainland, t

search for a negro who has been hldiniIn the woods n"ar there and who Is sn 1<
to answer the description of LouiLively, the negro who Is wonted for th
murder of seven-year-old .Matilda Russi
at Moorestown two weeks ago. Th
negro has terrorized the inhabitant
of the Linwood district, and for som
days they have been nfrald to ventur
out of their homes unless they alarmed.
The negro was seen last Wednesda;night, when he accosted John Lloyd am

Edward Ireland, Jr., as they were oi
their way to the Zlon Church near Lin
wood. He flourished n razor and de
manded their money and valuables.

X. Y. RAILWAYS LOSE* HI IT.
Comptroller Charles 1.. Craig an

nounced yesterday that the Appcllati
Division has sustained the city's con
tentlon that the New York Railwayi
Is not entitled to collect from tho clt]
Slno.ono alleged by Job E. Hedges, etc
celver, to be due from overpayment ol
franchise taxes.
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